





Organic Growers of Australia Small Producers Program

Why Certified Organic?

Organic certification and the OGA logo ensures the authenticity of a product is recognised at first glance.
Consumers, retailers, wholesalers, processors and producers trust the intrinsic organic value behind the
OGA/ BFA sunflower which indicates compliance to the BFA's benchmark Australian Organic Standard.
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Where do | find it?

You will find OGA products everywhere from your local shop to farmer’s markets, to box scheme home

f’: deliveries, or a farmer’s front gate. >‘

, FIRST STEPS - Save with the OGA Small Producers Program

The Small Producers Program (SPP), is designed to nurture the smaller operator. It has been developed
to provide reduced certification fees to those growers who simply aren’t big enough to warrant the
complexity and cost of certification designed for export and large scale business. OGA certified
businesses are able to make the transition to ACO certification with ease should they decide to expand or
enter the export market at a later stage.

SPP is a simplified certification process. To be eligible to join this program you;

* Must have a gross annual income of less than $75,000% from sale of organic produce;
e Must not be exporting or selling product destined for export as certified organic.

* This figure is reviewed each financial year and is subject to change without notice

What does it cost me?
The cost is one simple flat fee based on operation
* No application fee

* No levy

Pricing:

Farm application $470 (GST inclusive)
Livestock application $470 (GST inclusive)

Other costs including soil, plant, or product testing may be required.

Where does the money go?
The $470 (GST inclusive) annual charge is used for:

1. Quality assured annual audits by a recognised independent third party
2. Supplying your certificate of compliance and approval
3. Administration costs in the auditing, certification and reporting process

I want to be certified organic under the OGA Small Producers Program. What do | do?
Take a look at our simple self-assessment diagram on the back of this booklet to work out if you're at
the right stage to qualify for this program.

o
!J Benefits of the BFA/ OGA alliance S

In 2006, Organic Growers of Australia Certified Ltd. (OGA) joined the Biological Farmers of Australia
Co-op Ltd. (BFA), creating a niche for small domestic organic growers within Australia’s largest organic
representative group. Also within the BFA Group is Australian Certified Organic Pty Ltd (ACO) which
certifies operations to an internationally recognised standard for export. OGA clients can easily transfer to
ACO should they want to expand or export. They are also eligible for BFA membership access to technical
advice, discounted industry products, services and events, and automatic subscription to organic
publications and industry information.

Where to Please see the back of this booklet for the next steps
next? to certification with OGA.



Do you qualify for the OGA Small Producers Program? Use the diagram below to find out. "

If you qualify and you are ready to join,

Do you qualify for the OGA Small Producers Program? we look forward to hearing from you and
Use the diagram below to assess whether your operation is best suited to assisting you further. Please contact
certification with OGA or Australian Certified Organic (ACO) Biological Farmers of Australia to begin
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1. Fill in an application form along with a Statutory

OGA Declaration & Organic Management Plan. Ensure you 2. YEAR ONE:_ Pre-certification:
Centification comply with the Australian Organic Standard Annual audit. Products can not be

Process" (available for download www.organicgrowers.org.au)

labelled or traded as organic.
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3. YEAR TWO: In Conversion (IC):§ 4. YEAR THREE: In Conversion (IC)@8 5. YEAR FOUR: ORGANIC (A)

Annual audit. Products can be labelled Annual audit. products can be labelled Annual audit. Products can be labelled
and traded as In-Conversion (IC) organic. and traded as In-Conversion (IC) organic. and traded as A-Grade Certified (A) organic.

During this certification process and once fully certified as a BFA/OGA Certified Small Producer you will;

* Receive an audit of your operation every year.

» Need to comply with the BFA's Australian Organic Standard (AOS). This standard outlines the practices you
need to follow to remain certified. Copies are available for free download at www.organicgrowers.org.au

» Be able to carry out cottage industry processing of your own produce.

- Be eligible for ACO certification at no further application expense should you wish to expand your operation
or your income from organic sales exceeds $75,000%

* This figure is reviewed each financial year and is subject to change without notice
Common Questions and Answers:
Q: What if | am eligible but already certified with another association? Can | apply?
A: Of course. You can ring our office to talk through the benefits and organise an application.
Q: What if | export? Can | be certified with OGA?

A: No. OGA certification is for the domestic market only. However, for export market compliance you can
be certified under the BFA Group with Australian Certified Organic (ACO).

Q: Do | have to let BFA/OGA know when | am no longer eligible for the Small Producer Program?

A: Yes. You will need to contact the office to advise that you need to transfer to Australian Certified
Organic (ACO) and complete a new application form (there is no additional application cost).

Q: Will non-OGA processors or repackers recognise OGA certification?
A: No.
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